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QUESTION 1

Tragic dramas written in Greece during the fifth century B.C. engender considerable scholarly debate over the relative
influence of individual autonomy and the power of the gods on the drama\\'s action. One early scholar, B. Snell, argues
that Aeschylus, for example, develops in his tragedies a concept of the autonomy of the individual. In these dramas, the
protagonists invariably confront a situation that paralyzes them, so that their prior notions about how to behave or think
are dissolved. Faced with a decision on which their fate depends, they must reexamine their deepest motives, and then
act with determination. They are given only two alternatives, each with grave consequences, and they make their
decision only after a tortured internal debate. According to Snell, this decision is "free" and "personal" and such personal
autonomy constitutes the central theme in Aeschylean drama, as if the plays were devised to isolate an abstract model
of human action. Drawing psychological conclusions from this interpretation, another scholar, Z. Barbu, suggests that
"[Aeschylean] drama is proof of the emergence within ancient Greek civilization of the individual as a free agent." To A.
Rivier, Snell\\'s emphasis on the decision made by the protagonist, with its implicit notions of autonomy and
responsibility, misrepresents the role of the superhuman forces at work, forces that give the dramas their truly tragic
dimension. These forces are not only external to the protagonist; they are also experienced by the protagonist as an
internal compulsion, subjecting him or her to constraint, even in what are claimed to be his or her "choices." Hence all
that the deliberation does is to make the protagonist aware of the impasse, rather than motivating one choice over
another. It is finally a necessity imposed by the deities that generates the decision, so that at a particular moment in the
drama necessity dictates a path. Thus, the protagonist does not so much "choose" between two possibilities as
"recognize" that there is only one real option. Lesky, in his discussion of Aeschylus\\' play Agamemnon, disputes both
views. Agamemnon, ruler of Argos, must decide whether to brutally sacrifice his own daughter. A message from the
deity Artemis has told him that only the sacrifice will bring a wind to blow his ships to an important battle. Agamemnon is
indeed constrained by a divine necessity. But he also deeply desires a victorious battle: "If this sacrifice will lose the
winds, it is permitted to desire it fervently," he says. The violence of his passion suggests that Agamemnon chooses a
path ?chosen by the gods for their own reasons ?on the basis of desires that must be condemned by us, because they
are his own. In Lesky\\'s view, tragic action is bound by the constant tension between a self and superhuman forces. 

All of the following statements describe Snell\\'s view of Aeschylus\\' tragic protagonists, as it is presented in the
passage, EXCEPT: 

A. They are required to choose a course of action with grave consequences. 

B. Their final choices restore harmony with supernatural forces. 

C. They cannot rely on their customary notions of appropriate behavior. 

D. They are compelled to confront their true motives. 

E. They are aware of the available choices. 

Correct Answer: B 

Once the question points you to Snell, all that\\'s necessary is to go back to reread the in question and zero in on the
salient features. At that point you\\'re primed to pick out the four statements that occur there, or pick out the "odd man
out," whichever proves to be easier. Option [Their final choices restore harmony with...] should catch your eye early,
since there\\'s nothing about supernatural forces in Snell\\'s theory, which focuses on the freedom and autonomy of the
individual protagonist. If anything, harmonizing with the gods seems more of a Rivier thing. 

 

QUESTION 2

Many great inventions are greeted with ridicule and disbelief. The invention of the airplane was no exception. Although
many people who heard about the first powered flight on December 17, 1903, were excited and impressed, others
reacted with peals of laughter. The idea of flying an aircraft was repulsive to some people. Such people called Wilbur
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and Orville Wright, the inventors of the first flying machine, impulsive fools. Negative reactions, however, did not stop
the Wrights. Impelled by their desire to succeed, they continued their experiments in aviation. Orville and Wilbur Wright
had always had a compelling interest in aeronautics and mechanics. As young boys they earned money by making and
selling kites and mechanical toys. Later, they designed a newspaper-folding machine, built a printing press, and
operated a bicycle-repair shop. In 1896, when they read about the death of Otto Lilienthal, the brother\\'s interest in flight
grew into a compulsion. Lilienthal, a pioneer in hang-gliding, had controlled his gliders by shifting his body in the desired
direction. This idea was repellent to the Wright brothers, however, and they searched for more efficient methods to
control the balance of airborne vehicles. In 1900 and 1901, the Wrights tested numerous gliders and developed control
techniques. The brothers\\' inability to obtain enough lift power for the gliders almost led them to abandon their efforts.
After further study, the Wright brothers concluded that the published tables of air pressure on curved surfaces must be
wrong. They set up a wind tunnel and began a series of experiments with model wings. Because of their efforts, the old
tables were repealed in time and replaced by the first reliable figures for air pressure on curved surfaces. This work, in
turn, made it possible for them to design a machine that would fly. In 1903 the Wrights built their first airplane, which
cost less than one thousand dollars. They even designed and built their own source of propulsion- a lightweight gasoline
engine. When they started the engine on December 17, the airplane puffed wildly before taking off. The plane managed
to stay aloft for twelve seconds, however, and it flew one hundred twenty feet. By 1905 the Wrights had perfected the
first airplane that could turn, circle, and remain airborne for half an hour at a time. Others had flown in balloons or in
hang gliders, but the Wright brothers were the first to build a full-size machine that could fly under its own power. As the
contributors of one of the most outstanding engineering achievements in history, the Wright brothers are accurately
called the fathers of aviation. 

The old tables were __________ and replaced by the first reliable figures for air pressure on curved surfaces. 

A. destroyed 

B. canceled 

C. multiplied 

D. discarded 

E. not used 

Correct Answer: B 

 

QUESTION 3

Marie Curie was one of the most accomplished scientists in history. Together with her husband, Pierre, she discovered
radium, an element widely used for treating cancer, and studied uranium and other radioactive substances. Pierre and
Marie\\'s amicable collaboration later helped to unlock the secrets of the atom. Marie was born in 1867 in Warsaw,
Poland, where her father was a professor of physics. At the early age, she displayed a brilliant mind and a blithe
personality. Her great exuberance for learning prompted her to continue with her studies after high school. She became
disgruntled, however, when she learned that the university in Warsaw was closed to women. Determined to receive a
higher education, she defiantly left Poland and in 1891 entered the Sorbonne, a French university, where she earned
her master\\'s degree and doctorate in physics. Marie was fortunate to have studied at the Sorbonne with some of the
greatest scientists of her day, one of whom was Pierre Curie. Marie and Pierre were married in 1895 and spent many
productive years working together in the physics laboratory. A short time after they discovered radium, Pierre was killed
by a horse-drawn wagon in 1906. Marie was stunned by this horrible misfortune and endured heartbreaking anguish.
Despondently she recalled their close relationship and the joy that they had shared in scientific research. The fact that
she had two young daughters to raise by herself greatly increased her distress. Curie\\'s feeling of desolation finally
began to fade when she was asked to succeed her husband as a physics professor at the Sorbonne. She was the first
woman to be given a professorship at the world-famous university. In 1911 she received the Nobel Prize in chemistry for
isolating radium. Although Marie Curie eventually suffered a fatal illness from her long exposure to radium, she never
became disillusioned about her work. Regardless of the consequences, she had dedicated herself to science and to
revealing the mysteries of the physical world. 
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Even though she became fatally ill from working with radium, Marie Curie was never ___________. 

A. troubled 

B. worried 

C. disappointed 

D. sorrowful 

E. disturbed 

Correct Answer: C 

 

QUESTION 4

Barnes: The two newest employees at this company have salaries that are too high for the simple tasks normally
assigned to new employees and duties that are too complex for inexperienced workers. Hence, the salaries and the
complexity of the duties of these two newest employees should be reduced. 

Which one of the following is an assumption on which Barnes\\'s argument depends? 

A. The duties of the two newest employees are not less complex than any others in the company. 

B. It is because of the complex duties assigned that the two newest employees are being paid more than is usually paid
to newly hired employees. 

C. The two newest employees are not experienced at their occupations. 

D. Barnes was not hired at a higher-than-average starting salary. 

E. The salaries of the two newest employees are no higher than the salaries that other companies pay for workers with
a similar level of experience. 

Correct Answer: C 

This is an Assumption question, so we will need the answer choice that connects the evidence with the conclusion.
Barnes\\' conclusion is that the salaries and complexity of the duties of these two newest employees should be reduced.
(Conveniently, the conclusion is pointed out by the Keyword "Hence".) Why should they be reduced? Because these
employees have salaries that are too high for the simple tasks normally assigned to new employees and they have
duties that are too complex for inexperienced workers. Can you see what\\'s going on here? By concluding from this
evidence that the two new employees should have their salaries and duties reduced, the author is just assuming that
these two new employees are like typical new employees: they must have simple tasks assigned to them, and they are
inexperienced. But what if that weren\\'t true? What if they have nonsimple tasks assigned to them, or they are, in fact,
experienced workers? Then there would be no reason to reduce their salaries and duties; Barnes\\' conclusion would
not logically follow. So the author must be assuming that they are just like the typical new employee. Once you have this
kind of prephrase in your head, you can attack the answer choices. [The two newest employees are not experienced at
their occupations] is correct because it tells us that the new employees are just like typical new employees in one
important respect--they are not experienced at their occupations. 

 

QUESTION 5

At the local butcher\\'s shop, there were five customers in the lineup. Each of the customers bought 
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something different. 

The first names of the customers were Annie, Jessica, Lily, Maggie and Naomi. Their last names were 

Bore, Hazlitt, Piggott, Sowter and Trotter. The available products were: cumberland sausage, pork chops, 

pork pie, scotch eggs, and sliced ham. 

Lily Piggott was served later than the customer who requested the sliced ham, but before Mrs. Sowter. 

The second customer was Maggie. 

The pork pie was purchased by the customer directly after Jessica. 

Naomi was the woman who bought the scotch eggs; she was served after Annie. 

The Cumberland sausage was requested by Mrs. Trotter. 

Mrs. Hazlitt was the third in line. 

The fourth customer in the line bought the pork chops 

What place was Naomi in line? 

A. First 

B. Second 

C. Third 

D. Fourth 

E. Fifth 

Correct Answer: E 
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