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QUESTION 1

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

Without making a sound Geoffrey crept down the stairs. 

A. No error 

B. sound; Geoffrey crept 

C. sound, Geoffrey crept 

D. sound, crept Geoffrey 

E. sound Geoffrey, crept 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: The dependent clause needs to be separated with a comma. 

 

QUESTION 2

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

Since the work force is becoming increasingly competitive in light of technological advances and outsourcing, therefore,
it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

A. therefore, it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

B. moreover, it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

C. but, it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

D. so it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

E. it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

Correct Answer: E 

Explanation: This sentence is a run-on sentence and can be fixed with the deletion of one word: "therefore." By
beginning with a conjunction such as "Since" the sentence already has a descriptive clause in motion and just needs to
be followed by a succinct (brief) statement of what the background of the first clause was describing. All of the choices
except choice "it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree." use
this erroneous second conjunction (i.e. therefore, moreover, but, so), so they must be eliminated. Choice "it is even
more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree" is grammatically sound. 

 

QUESTION 3

Identify the error in the following sentence: 
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When a person is hired at that company, they have to participate in at least six months of orientation with a trainer
before working alone. 

A. is hired 

B. they 

C. at least 

D. working 

E. No error 

Correct Answer: B 

Explanation: because the plural pronoun "they" doesn\\'t agree with the singular noun "person." Writers will sometimes
use "they" to modify a singular noun like "person" because it sounds gender-neutral. While "they" does refer to either or
both sexes, it is plural and can\\'t be used to talk about one person. To correct this sentence, simply replace "they" with
"he or she." 

 

QUESTION 4

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

A shockingly indelible moment, I remember exactly where I was and what I was doing when I found out that Kurt Cobain
had died. 

A. A shockingly indelible moment, 

B. A shocking, indelible moment, 

C. It was a shocking and indelible moment; 

D. Shocked and indelible, 

E. Shocking and I will never forget it, 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: "A shockingly indelible moment,", "A shocking, indelible moment,", "Shocked and indelible,", 

and "Shocking and I will never forget it," all have dangling modifier errors, because they aren\\'t describing 

what comes after the comma. 

Indelible means not able to be erased; you wouldn\\'t say that about a person in this context. 

 

QUESTION 5

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 
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For homes in typically colder geographic regions, it is particularly important to have effective and efficient heating
systems. 

A. For homes in typically colder geographic regions 

B. For people in homes in typically colder geographic regions 

C. For homes in typically cold geographic regions 

D. People in typically colder geographic regions 

E. Homes in typically colder geographic regions 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: The problem with this sentence is that it makes sense conversationally but not in written English. You
cannot just say "colder geographic regions" when there is no object of comparison. Colder compared to what? An area
can easily be identified as cold without a prior standard (such as the southern regions or areas near the equator) but not
"colder." Also, it is wrong to refer to people as the subject of this sentence because the second clause states that "it is
particularly important to have ... heating system." People cannot have heating systems usually. Therefore, choice "For
homes in typically cold geographic regions", which uses a descriptive rather than comparative term, is the best choice. 
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