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QUESTION 1

Identify the error in the following sentence: 

These brief setbacks despite being annoying, did not dissuade Leonard from his long-term goal. 

A. setbacks despite 

B. annoying, 

C. Leonard 

D. long-term goal. 

E. No error 

Correct Answer: A 

Explanation: There should be a comma after setbacks. 

 

QUESTION 2

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

For homes in typically colder geographic regions, it is particularly important to have effective and efficient heating
systems. 

A. For homes in typically colder geographic regions 

B. For people in homes in typically colder geographic regions 

C. For homes in typically cold geographic regions 

D. People in typically colder geographic regions 

E. Homes in typically colder geographic regions 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: The problem with this sentence is that it makes sense conversationally but not in written English. You
cannot just say "colder geographic regions" when there is no object of comparison. Colder compared to what? An area
can easily be identified as cold without a prior standard (such as the southern regions or areas near the equator) but not
"colder." Also, it is wrong to refer to people as the subject of this sentence because the second clause states that "it is
particularly important to have ... heating system." People cannot have heating systems usually. Therefore, choice "For
homes in typically cold geographic regions", which uses a descriptive rather than comparative term, is the best choice. 

 

QUESTION 3

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 
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Since the work force is becoming increasingly competitive in light of technological advances and outsourcing, therefore,
it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

A. therefore, it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

B. moreover, it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

C. but, it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

D. so it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

E. it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree. 

Correct Answer: E 

Explanation: This sentence is a run-on sentence and can be fixed with the deletion of one word: "therefore." By
beginning with a conjunction such as "Since" the sentence already has a descriptive clause in motion and just needs to
be followed by a succinct (brief) statement of what the background of the first clause was describing. All of the choices
except choice "it is even more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree." use
this erroneous second conjunction (i.e. therefore, moreover, but, so), so they must be eliminated. Choice "it is even
more basic for students to complete high school and attain at least a bachelor\\'s degree" is grammatically sound. 

 

QUESTION 4

Identify the error in the following sentence: 

Peter is the best candidate for the job because he has years of experience managing large project teams, balancing
department budgets, and supervising many employees. 

A. best 

B. because 

C. balancing department budgets, 

D. and supervising many employees 

E. No error 

Correct Answer: E 

Explanation: The correct answer is "No error" because there are no errors in this sentence. Because two items from the
list of Peter\\'s past job duties are offered as choices, you might be tempted to think that they lack parallel construction.
Parallel construction errors are often highlighted on standardized tests and commonly occur in student writing, so you
should always check for them. However, this list contains like items, similar construction, and the same verb tense
throughout. It has no errors in parallelism. 

 

QUESTION 5

Identify the error in the following sentence: 

The defeated baseball team sat down to his and her supper with heavy hearts. 
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A. The defeated 

B. sat down 

C. his and her 

D. heavy hearts. 

E. No error 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: The word "their" should be used here. 
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