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QUESTION 1

If you are thirsty, most likely you are already dehydrated. Most people underrate the importance of drinking water all day
long. They wait until their throats are parched or they eat meals before they drink any fluids – and they usually don\\'t
choose water. Since the human body is about two-thirds water, drinking it is essential to maintaining good health. Just a
few of the benefits of staying hydrated are better memory throughout the day, increased energy, and less tiredness. 

In this context, parched means __________. 

A. hydrated 

B. sore 

C. dry 

D. wet 

Correct Answer: C 

 

 

QUESTION 2

We think of chitchat and small talk as the things people say to pass the time or kill an awkward silence. But new
research suggests these idle conversations could be a social-bonding tool passed down from our ape-like ancestors.
Scientists with Princeton University studied ring tailed lemurs, animals that are considered among the more ancestral
forms of primates – the evolutionary lineage that includes humans, apes and monkeys. The study concludes that lemurs
call to each other essentially as a replacement for mutual grooming, or cleaning each other\\'s fur, a widespread social-
bonding behavior among non-human primates. 

From the above passage, the reader can conclude that __________. 

A. chatting cannot be used to pass time 

B. lemurs would rather groom each other than call out to each other 

C. lemurs are more like monkeys than apes 

D. some human behaviors may have evolved from those of our primate ancestors 

Correct Answer: D 

 

 

QUESTION 3

Cloud seeding is accomplished by dropping particles of dry ice (solid carbon dioxide) from a plane onto super-cooled
clouds. This process encourages condensation of water droplets in the clouds, which usually, but not always, results in
rain or snow. 

From this passage, it\\'s reasonable to assume that __________. 
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A. cloud seeding could be used to end a drought 

B. cloud seeding is prohibitively expensive 

C. cloud seeding is rarely used 

D. cloud seeding can be accomplished by using regular ice 

Correct Answer: A 

Explanation: 

One can assume that causing rain or snow would end a drought. Nothing in the passage has to do with 

expense, so Choice "cloud seeding is prohibitively expensive" is incorrect. 

The passage says nothing about how frequently the process is used, so Choice "cloud seeding is rarely 

used" is incorrect. 

The passage specifies that dry ice (solid carbon dioxide) is used; solid water (regular ice) is a different 

chemical, so Choice "cloud seeding can be accomplished by using regular ice" is wrong. 

 

QUESTION 4

On June 22, 1944, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed into law one of the most significant pieces of legislation
ever produced by the United States government: The Service members’ Readjustment Act of 1944, commonly known
as the GI Bill of Rights. By the time the original GI Bill ended in July 1956, 7.8 million World War II veterans had
participated in an education or training program, and 2.4 million veterans had home loans backed by the Veterans
Administration (VA). 

The G.I. Bill provided __________. 

A. free housing, training, and education 

B. medical coverage, education, and assistance to veterans 

C. home loan guarantees, training, and education for many former military members 

D. a means to exempt veterans from social security taxes 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: 

According to the passage millions of veterans received home loan guarantees, education, and training, 

making Choice "home loan guarantees, training, and education for many former military members" the 

correct answer. 

Be careful here, as Choice "free housing, training, and education" is tempting, but nothing in the passage 

indicates that the housing, education, and training were totally free. 
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QUESTION 5

Ergonomics is the science of designing and arranging workspaces so that people and objects interact efficiently and
safely. Lack of attention to ergonomics causes thousands of workers to suffer repetitive stress injury, eye fatigue,
muscle soreness, and many other medical problems each year. 

Adequate lighting, well-designed chairs, and clutter-free work areas contribute to effective ergonomic design. The
opportunity to take short breaks every hour or two, especially for deskbound workers, is also helpful. It\\'s also important
for workers to avoid performing the same movements over and over for hours at a time. Variety in the type of work being
done can decrease the chance of injury. 

According to this passage, it\\'s reasonable to assume that __________. 

A. employers should invest in ergonomic design to protect workers 

B. lack of ergonomic design isn\\'t dangerous 

C. labor unions have opposed ergonomic design 

D. poor design is responsible for most employee accidents 

Correct Answer: A 

Explanation: 

The passage makes it clear that lack of ergonomic design is dangerous, so Choice "lack of ergonomic 

design isn\\'t dangerous" is incorrect. 

Nothing in the passage supports Choice "labor unions have opposed ergonomic design." 

Although the passage claims that lack of ergonomic design causes injury, nothing in the passage supports 

Choice "poor design is responsible for most employee accidents." 

 

QUESTION 6

The Tao-te-ching (The Way and Its Power) is the basic text of Taoism, a Chinese religion and philosophy. The Tao-te-
ching is composed of 81 short chapters or poems that describe a way of life marked by quiet effortlessness and freedom
from desire. Taoism teaches that this can be achieved by following the creative, spontaneous life force of the universe,
called the Tao. The book is attributed to Lao-tzu, but it was probably written in the third century B.C. 

The Tao-te-ching __________. 

A. is the basic text of Chinese poetry 

B. describes a life way marked by quiet freedom 

C. is made up of 81 chapters and a short poem 

D. was probably not written by Lao-tzu, even though it is attributed to him 

Correct Answer: D 
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Explanation: 

The passage says that the Tao-te-ching "is attributed to Lao-tzu, but it was probably written in the third 

century b. c." 

The use of the word "but" clearly implies that Lao-tzu (who actually lived three centuries earlier, during the 

sixth century b.c.) did not write the book. 

 

QUESTION 7

Although carjacking has become more common in the past 10 years, there are several preventative measures that
drivers can take. The first way to prevent carjacking is to never walk alone to your car at night. Another means of
prevention is always driving with the windows rolled up and the doors locked. Also, driving on well-lit and often traveled
roads is another preventative measure that drivers can take to ensure their safety from carjacking. 

The author probably believes that __________. 

A. carjacking never happens during the day 

B. carjacking can often be avoided by employing simple preventive measures 

C. it is almost impossible to avoid carjacking 

D. carjacking only happen at night. 

Correct Answer: B 

 

 

QUESTION 8

Indo-European languages consist of those languages spoken by most of Europe and in those parts of the world that
Europeans have colonized since the 16th century (such as the United States). Indo-European languages are also
spoken in India, Iran, parts of western Afghanistan, and in some areas of Asia. 

The author of this passage would agree that ___________. 

A. Indo-European languages are spoken in areas all over the world 

B. Indo-European languages include all the languages spoken in the world 

C. only Europeans speak Indo-European languages 

D. Indo-European language speakers can easily understand one another 

Correct Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Many languages are excluded from the Indo-European language group, so Choice "Indo-European 
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languages include all the languages spoken in the world" is incorrect. 

Indians, Iranians, Asians, and Afghans aren\\'t Europeans, so Choice "only Europeans speak Indo-

European languages" is incorrect. 

The passage gives no evidence to support Choice "Indo-European language speakers can easily 

understand one another", which isn\\'t true. 

 

QUESTION 9

Many Americans do not exercise at all and this lack of movement may be caused by lack of accurate information. There
are those who think that they must be active for a long period of time each day. While more exercise is better, the
minimum recommendation is only 30 minutes per day and you can split that into several shorter periods. Others think
that they need a gym membership to get "proper" exercise. Actually, various activities can provide the needed
movement, including gardening, walking, and dancing, if you move enough while doing them. There is a great deal of
misinformation about exercise in magazines and on TV. Even friends can misrepresent what is actually needed to stay
in shape. 

The author of the above passage would agree that __________. 

A. the cost of gym membership does not matter to most people 

B. Americans may be inactive because they are bored 

C. Americans are not influenced by infomercials, magazines, or videos 

D. Americans may be more likely to exercise 30 minutes a day if they broke it up into several intervals 

Correct Answer: D 

 

 

QUESTION 10

Obesity has become a national epidemic. Recent studies have shown that obesity is more serious than previously
thought. In fact, obesity is harder on the health than cigarette smoking. Since 27% of Americans are currently obese,
and 61% are overweight, this weight problem is exacting a huge cost from the medical community. 

The percentage of Americans who are currently overweight is ___________. 

A. 27% 

B. 38% 

C. 61% 

D. 78% 

Correct Answer: C 
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QUESTION 11

DNA, a nucleic acid contained in all living material, orders every cell to reproduce in a certain manner. In feet, DNA
molecules determine both the form and function of all living cells. 

DNA is __________. 

A. found only in animals 

B. one kind of cell 

C. a nucleic acid 

D. a nuclear device 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: 

The feet that DNA is a nucleic acid is stated in the first sentence. Answers "found only in animals", "one 

kind of cell", and "a nuclear device" are all incorrect details. 

 

QUESTION 12

If you want to visit the deepest lake in the United States, you’ll need to go to the southwestern part of Oregon. Since its
establishment in 1902, Crater Lake has occupied 183,000 acres there and is 1,958 feet deep. This makes it one of the
world\\'s deepest lakes. It all began when the Mount Mazama volcano erupted over 7,000 years ago. There were
glaciers around the eruption site and clear blue water from them filled the volcano basin, or caldera. When you visit the
Crater Lake National Park to see this wonder of nature, you will also find 680 species of plants, 158 types of birds, and
74 different animals. 

Based on the above passage, the author would agree that __________. 

A. Crater Lake is considered one of the deepest lakes in both the United States and the world 

B. Crater Lake is a man-made lake 

C. Crater Lake National Park has very few plant species 

D. Crater Lake is the only tourist attraction at Crater Lake National Park 

Correct Answer: A 

 

 

QUESTION 13

Due process, the guarantee of fairness in the administration of justice, is part of the 5th Amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution. The 14th Amendment further requires states to abide by due process. After this amendment was
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enacted, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down many state laws that infringed on the civil rights guaranteed to citizens in
the Bill of Rights. 

According to the above passage, it\\'s reasonable to assume that the 5th Amendment ___________. 

A. is about taxes 

B. guarantees due process in all criminal and civil cases 

C. guarantees due process in federal law 

D. should never have become part of the Bill of Rights 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Because the 14th Amendment guarantees due process in states’ laws, the 5th Amendment must 

guarantee due process only in federal law. 

Nothing in the passage implies that the 5th Amendment is about taxes, so Choice " is about taxes " is 

wrong. 

Because the passage states that the 14th Amendment had to be enacted to require states to abide by due 

process, Choice "guarantees due process in all criminal and civil cases" is incorrect. 

Choice "should never have become part of the Bill of Rights" is neither stated nor implied in the passage. 

 

QUESTION 14

In 2013, a gigantic landslide at a Utah copper mine probably was the biggest non volcanic slide in North America\\'s
modern history, and included two rock avalanches that happened 90 minutes apart and surprisingly triggered 16 small
earthquakes, University of Utah scientists discovered. The landslide – which moved at an average of almost 70 mph and
reached estimated speeds of at least 100 mph – left a deposit so large it "would cover New York\\'s Central Park with
about 20 meters (66 feet) of debris," the researchers report in the January 2014 cover study in the Geological Society of
America magazine GSA Today. While earthquakes regularly trigger landslides, the gigantic landslide the night of April
10, 2013, is the first known to have triggered quakes. 

From the above passage, the reader can conclude that __________. 

A. the Utah copper mine landslide was the largest ever recorded in the world 

B. the 2013 earthquakes were triggered by a volcano 

C. the landslide was a slow-moving one 

D. scientists would be surprised if another landslide created earthquakes 

Correct Answer: D 
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QUESTION 15

An employer may offer, as part of its health plan, a limited incentive (in the form of a reward or penalty) to an employee
whose spouse (1) is covered under the employee\\'s health plan; (2) receives health or genetic services offered by the
employer, including as part of a wellness program; and (3) provides information about his or her current or past health
status. Information about current or past health status usually is provided as part of a health risk assessment (HRA),
which may include a questionnaire or medical examination, such as a blood pressure test or blood test to detect high
cholesterol or high glucose levels. The total incentive for an employee and spouse to participate in a wellness program
that is part of a group health plan and that collects information about current or past health status may not exceed 30
percent of the total cost of the plan in which the employee and any dependents are enrolled. The incentive may be
financial or in-kind (e.g., time-off awards, prizes, and other items of value). 

What is the best title for this passage? 

A. "Health Risks and Incentives" 

B. "Spousal Insurance Cost" 

C. "Incentives for Employee Health Plans" 

D. "Employee Wellness Plans" 

Correct Answer: C 
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