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QUESTION 1

Science journalist: Brown dwarfs are celestial objects with more mass than planets but less mass than stars. They are
identified by their mass and whether or not lithium is present in their atmospheres. Stars at least as massive as the Sun
have lithium remaining in their atmospheres because the mixing of elements in their internal nuclear furnaces is
incomplete. Stars with less mass than the Sun have no lithium because the element has been fully mixed into their
nuclear furnaces and consumed. A brown dwarf does not have a fully functional nuclear furnace and so its lithium
cannot be consumed. 

Which one of the following is most strongly supported by the science journalist\\'s statements? 

A. Any celestial object without lithium in its atmosphere is a star with less mass than the Sun. 

B. Any celestial object with lithium in its atmosphere has a nuclear furnace that has incompletely mixed the object\\'s
elements. 

C. No celestial object that has no lithium in its atmosphere is a brown dwarf. 

D. No celestial object with lithium in its atmosphere has less mass than the Sun. 

E. No celestial object less massive than a brown dwarf has lithium in its atmosphere. 

Correct Answer: C 

For Inference questions, we recommend that you focus on the most concrete statements because they\\'re the ones that
are most likely to lead to deductions or even directly to the right answer. Happily, that\\'s the case here. We get a
definition of brown dwarfs, followed by lots of information on stars. The star info might have thrown you off a bit,
considering that brown dwarf shave less mass than stars and therefore cannot be stars themselves. But if you hang in
there, the journalist gets back to brown dwarfs, and the most definitive statement comes at the end: A brown dwarf\\'s
lithium cannot be consumed. Well, at least that\\'s pretty simple -- it means that brown dwarfs have lithium. Option [No
celestial object that has no lithium in...], after a bit of translation, says that "any celestial object that has no lithium in its
atmosphere is not a brown dwarf." Well, if brown dwarfs do have lithium. 

 

QUESTION 2

Figorian Wildlife Commission: The development of wetlands in industrialized nations for residential and commercial
uses has endangered many species. To protect wildlife, we must regulate such development in Figoria: future wetland
development must be offset by the construction of replacement wetland habitats. Thus, development would cause no
net reduction of wetlands and pose no threat to the species that inhabit them. Figorian Development Commission: Other
nations have flagrantly developed wetlands at the expense of wildlife. We have conserved. Since Figorian wetland
development might not affect wildlife and is necessary for growth, we should allow development. We have as much right
to govern our own resources as countries that have already put their natural resources to commercial use. 

Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument advanced by the Figorian Wildlife Commission
depends? 

A. More species have been endangered by the development of wetlands than have been endangered by any other type
of development. 

B. The species indigenous to natural wetland habitats will survive in specially constructed replacement wetlands. 

C. In nations that are primarily agricultural, wetland development does not need to be regulated. 
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D. Figorian regulation of development has in the past protected and preserved wildlife. 

E. The species that inhabit Figorian wetlands are among the most severely threatened of the designated endangered
species. 

Correct Answer: B 

It\\'s the Wildlife vs. the Development Commission in this debate, and first we\\'ll focus on wildlife as the stem mandates,
looking for a missing piece of the puzzle. The Wildlife folks maintain that wetland development has endangered many
species, and to protect wildlife future wetlands must be offset by the development of replacement habitats. That way,
reasons the Commission, there will be no loss of wetlands and no threat to species. But what if the construction of the
replacement habitats, or something else about them, does endanger the species that would inhabit them? That would
sink the argument, right? So the Wildlife Commission, in making this argument, must be assuming that their placement
habitats will be conducive to the survival of species that would otherwise be in natural wetlands. B. speaks to this issue,
and the Denial Test is easily applied: If the species can\\'t survive in the new special replacement wetlands, then
what\\'s the point? 

 

QUESTION 3

At a concert, exactly eight compositions -- F, H, L, O, P, R, S, and T -- are to be performed exactly once 

each, consecutively and one composition at a time. The order of their performance must satisfy the 

following conditions: 

T is performed either immediately before F or immediately after R. 

At least two compositions are performed either after F and before R, or after R and before F. O is 

performed either first or fifth. The eighth composition performed is either L or H. P is performed at some 

time before S. At least one composition is performed either after O and before S, or after S and before O. 

If T is performed fifth and F is performed sixth, then S must be performed either 

A. fourth or seventh 

B. third or sixth 

C. third or fourth 

D. second or seventh 

E. first or fourth 

Correct Answer: A 

 

QUESTION 4

Editorial: This political party has repeatedly expressed the view that increasing spending on education is a worthy goal.
On other occasions, however, the same party has claimed that the government should not increase spending on
education. So this party\\'s policy is clearly inconsistent. 
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The argument in the editorial depends on assuming which one of the following? 

A. It is inconsistent for a legislator both to claim that increasing spending on education is a worthy goal and to vote
against increasing spending on education. 

B. A consistent course of action in educational policy is usually the course of action that will reduce spending on
education in the long run. 

C. Even if a goal is a morally good one, one should not necessarily try to achieve it. 

D. A consistent political policy does not hold that an action that comprises a worthy goal should not be performed. 

E. Members of one political party never have inconsistent views on how to best approach apolitical issue. 

Correct Answer: D 

Another Assumption question to chew on, and not surprisingly, there\\'s a scope shift that needs to be cleared up before
the conclusion that the party\\'s policy is inconsistent is viable. Why the inconsistency, according to the editorialist?
Because the party has said that increasing spending on education is a good thing, yet at other times has claimed that
the government shouldn\\'t increase education spending. But noting the worthiness of a cause and suggesting it be
acted upon are two different things; it\\'s possible that despite thinking that the cause is worthy, other considerations
cause the party to claim the government shouldn\\'t do anything about it. In order for these positions to be truly
inconsistent, as the editorialist contends, we need a more precise definition of inconsistency that shows these two
positions to be mutually exclusive. Option [A consistent political policy does not hold that...] accomplishes this, by
implying that a political policy is not consistent if it holds that a worthy action should not be done. The editorialist
doesn\\'t actually say this, but must assume this is the case in order for the conclusion to stand. If you weren\\'t able to
prephrase this answer, don\\'t fret -- this was a tough one. But hopefully you saw the merits of option [A consistent
political policy does not hold that...]. When you got to it, or even confirmed it using the Denial Test (see second bullet
point below). 

 

QUESTION 5

Goswami: I support the striking workers at Ergon Foods. They are underpaid. The majority of them make less than
$20,000 per year. 

Nordecki: If pay is the issue, I must disagree. The average annual salary of the striking workers at Ergon Foods is over
$29,000. 

Goswami and Nordecki disagree over the truth of which one of the following statements? 

A. The average annual salary at Ergon Foods is over$29,000. 

B. Pay is the primary issue over which the workers are striking at Ergon Foods. 

C. It is reasonable to support striking workers who are underpaid. 

D. The striking workers at Ergon Foods are underpaid. 

E. It was unreasonable for the workers at ErgonFoods to go on strike. 

Correct Answer: D 

This is a Point-at-Issue question. Goswami concludes that the striking workers are underpaid. His evidence is that the
majority of the workers make less than $20,000 per year. Nordecki counters that if pay is the issue then he disagrees
with Goswami. Disagrees about what? In order to answer that question, look at the evidence Nordecki uses to disagree
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with Goswami. The evidence that he offers relates directly to the pay of the workers: he says that the average salary is
$29,000. So Nordecki must be disagreeing with Goswami on the issue of whether the workers are underpaid. 

 

QUESTION 6

Many political economists believe that the soundest indicator of the economic health of a nation is the nation\\'s gross-
national product (GNP) per capita ?a figure reached by dividing the total value of the goods produced yearly in a nation
by its population and taken to be a measure of the welfare of the nation\\'s residents. But there are many factors
affecting residents\\' welfare that are not captured by per capita GNP; human indicators, while sometimes more difficult
to calculate or document, provide sounder measures of a nation\\'s progress than does the indicator championed by
these economists. These human indicators include nutrition and life expectancy; birth weight and level of infant
mortality; ratio of population level to availability of resources; employment opportunities; and the ability of governments
to provide services such as education, clean water, medicine, public transportation, and mass communication for their
residents. 

The economists defend their use of per capita GNP as the sole measure of a nation\\'s economic health by claiming that
improvements in per capita GNP eventually stimulate improvements in human indicators. But, in actuality, this often fails
to occur. Even in nations where economic stimulation has brought about substantial improvements in per capita GNP,
economic health as measured by human indicators does not always reach a level commensurate with the per capita
GNP. Nations that have achieved a relatively high per capita GNP, for example, sometimes experience levels of infant
survival, literacy, nutrition, and life expectancy no greater than levels in nations where per capita GNP is relatively low.
In addition, because per capita GNP is an averaged figure, it often presents a distorted picture of the wealth of a nation;
for example, in a relatively sparsely populated nation where a small percentage of residents receives most of the
economic benefits of production while the majority receives very little benefit, per capita GNP may nevertheless be high.
The welfare of a nation\\'s residents is a matter not merely of total economic benefit, but also of the distribution of
economic benefits across the entire society. Measuring a nation\\'s economic health only by total wealth frequently
obscures a lack of distribution of wealth across the society as a whole. 

In light of the potential for such imbalances in distribution of economic benefits, some nations have begun to realize that
their domestic economic efforts are better directed away from attempting to raise per capita GNP and instead toward
ensuring that the conditions measured by human indicators are salutary. They recognize that unless a shift in focus
away from using material wealth as the sole indicator of economic success is effected, the well-being of the nation may
be endangered, and that nations that do well according to human indicators may thrive even if their per capita GNP
remains stable or lags behind that of other nations 

The passage provides specific information about each of the following EXCEPT: 

A. how per capita GNP is calculated B. what many political economists believe to be an accurate measure of a nation\\'s
economic health 

C. how nations with a relatively low per capita GNP can sometimes be economically healthier than nations whose per
capita GNP is higher 

D. why human indicators may not provide the same picture of a nation\\'s economic health that per capita GNP does 

E. how nations can adjust their domestic economic efforts to bring about substantial improvements in per capita GNP 

Correct Answer: E 

Pinpointing the information mentioned in the four wrong choices may be the fastest way to identify the choice that goes
undescribed. Option [how nations can adjust their...] is never discussed, and no wonder: Why would the author include
information as to how to improve the very measuring factor ?per capita GNP ?that he wants nations to eschew? 
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QUESTION 7

Philosopher Denise Meyerson views the Critical Legal Studies (CLS) movement as seeking to debunk orthodox legal
theory by exposing its contradictions. However, Meyerson argues that CLS proponents tend to see contradictions where
none exist, and that CLS overrates the threat that conflict poses to orthodox legal theory. 

According to Meyerson, CLS proponents hold that the existence of conflicting values in the law implies the absence of
any uniquely right solution to legal cases. CLS argues that these conflicting values generate equally plausible but
opposing answers to any given legal question, and, consequently, that the choice between the conflicting answers must
necessarily be arbitrary or irrational. Meyerson denies that the existence of conflicting values makes a case irresolvable,
and asserts that at least some such cases can be resolved by ranking the conflicting values. For example, a lawyer\\'s
obligation to preserve a client\\'s confidences may entail harming other parties, thus violating moral principle. This
conflict can be resolved if it can be shown that in certain cases the professional obligation overrides ordinary moral
obligations. 

In addition, says Meyerson, even when the two solutions are equally compelling, it does not follow that the choice
between them must be irrational. On the contrary, a solution that is not rationally required need not be unreasonable.
Meyerson concurs with another critic that instead of concentrating on the choice between two compelling alternatives,
we should rather reflect on the difference between both of these answers on the one hand, and some utterly
unreasonable answer on the other ?such as deciding a property dispute on the basis of which claimant is louder. The
acknowledgment that conflicting values can exist, then, does not have the far-reaching implications imputed by CLS;
even if some answer to a problem is not the only answer, opting for it can still be reasonable. 

Last, Meyerson takes issue with the CLS charge that legal formalism, the belief that there is a quasi-deductive method
capable of giving solutions to problems of legal choice, requires objectivism, the belief that the legal process has moral
authority. Meyerson claims that showing the law to be unambiguous does not demonstrate its legitimacy: consider a
game in which participants compete to steal the item of highest value from a shop; while a person may easily identify
the winner in terms of the rules, it does not follow that the person endorses the rules of the game. A CLS scholar might
object that legal cases are unlike games, in that one cannot merely apply the rules without appealing to, and therefore
endorsing, external considerations of purpose, policy, and value. But Meyerson replies that such considerations may be
viewed as part of, not separate from, the rules of the game. 

The phrase "far-reaching implications" (line 36) refers to the idea that 

A. any choice made between conflicting solutions to a legal question will be arbitrary 

B. every legal question will involve the consideration of a set of values 

C. two or more alternative solutions to a legal question may carry equal moral weight 

D. no legal question will have a single correct answer 

E. the most relevant criterion for judging solutions is the degree of rationality they possess 

Correct Answer: A 

3 presents Meyerson\\'s counter to the CLS claim involving conflicting values. Meyerson says that even when values
conflict, we can reason it out. For that reason, Meyerson thinks that the CLS critique doesn\\'t have such "far-reaching
implications. deciding between answers can be a reasoned process even if there isn\\'t one undeniable answer. The
CLS scholars believe that conflicting values reduce legal theory to arbitrariness. Indeed, that would be a far-reaching
implication. But Meyerson thinks that one can find a reasoned answer even given conflicting values. 

 

QUESTION 8

Only a very small percentage of people from the service professions ever become board members of the 600 largest
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North American corporations. This shows that people from the service professions are underrepresented in the most
important corporate boardrooms in North America. 

Which one of the following points out a flaw committed in the argument? 

A. Six hundred is too small a sample on which to base so sweeping a conclusion about the representation of people
from the service professions. 

B. The percentage of people from the service professions who serve on the boards of the 600 largest North American
corporations reveals little about the percentage of the members of these boards who are from the service professions. 

C. It is a mistake to take the 600 largest North American corporations to be typical of corporate boardrooms generally. 

D. It is irrelevant to smaller corporations whether the largest corporations in North America would agree to have
significant numbers of workers from the service professions on the boards of the largest corporations. 

E. The presence of people from the service professions on a corporate board does not necessarily imply that that
corporation will be more socially responsible than it has been in the past 

Correct Answer: B 

As soon as you see percentages being discussed, you should pay close attention. And since the question stem tells you
that there is a flaw in the argument, it\\'s a good bet that the author is going to confuse the numbers in some way. The
author concludes that people from the service professions are underrepresented in boardrooms because only a very
small percentage of people from the service professions ever become board members of the largest corporations. Well,
that doesn\\'t make much sense. There are probably millions of people in any industry you can think of, including the
service industry; but there are only a few people (relatively speaking) that are board members of the largest
corporations. So by the author\\'s reasoning, virtually every industry would be underrepresented. Therefore, the
author\\'s conclusion doesn\\'t logically follow from the evidence. Option [The percentage of people from the service
professions] correctly identifies this flaw; it points out that the way you tell whether a group is Underrepresented is to
look at the percentage of board members who come from a particular group -- not by looking at what percentage of the
group become board members. Once you have identified this fundamental flaw, none of the other answer choices
should have distracted you. Note that options [It is a mistake to take the 600 largest...], [It is irrelevant to smaller
corporations whether...] and [The presence of people from the service professions on...] have outside the scope
elements, namely, corporate boardrooms generally, smaller corporations, and social responsibility. 

 

QUESTION 9

My family doctor said that he would be performing a blood test on me when I visit him today. I know I will feel pain
today. 

The above argument depends on which one of these assumptions? 

A. The use of a needle always causes pain in the patient. 

B. The doctor will have a hard time finding the patients vein. 

C. In the past, this patient has experienced pain at the family doctors. 

D. The needle will leave a bruise. 

E. The doctor will have to try different needles to perform the test. 

Correct Answer: A 
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QUESTION 10

The first person in the group starts off by naming anything that is geographical. It could be a city, state, country, river,
lake, or any proper geographical term. For example, the person might say," Boston." The second person has ten
seconds to think of how the word ends and come up with another geographical term starting with that letter. The second
participant might say, "Norway," since the geographical term has to start with "N." The third person would have to
choose a word beginning with "Y." If a player fails to think of a correct answer within the time limit, that player is out of
the game. The last person to survive is the champion. 

Before you choose your own word, think about how 

A. the last word starts 

B. the last word ends 

C. smart you are 

D. long the last word is 

E. the spelling of the first word 

Correct Answer: B 

 

QUESTION 11

Tragic dramas written in Greece during the fifth century B.C. engender considerable scholarly debate over the relative
influence of individual autonomy and the power of the gods on the drama\\'s action. One early scholar, B. Snell, argues
that Aeschylus, for example, develops in his tragedies a concept of the autonomy of the individual. In these dramas, the
protagonists invariably confront a situation that paralyzes them, so that their prior notions about how to behave or think
are dissolved. Faced with a decision on which their fate depends, they must reexamine their deepest motives, and then
act with determination. They are given only two alternatives, each with grave consequences, and they make their
decision only after a tortured internal debate. According to Snell, this decision is "free" and "personal" and such personal
autonomy constitutes the central theme in Aeschylean drama, as if the plays were devised to isolate an abstract model
of human action. Drawing psychological conclusions from this interpretation, another scholar, Z. Barbu, suggests that
"[Aeschylean] drama is proof of the emergence within ancient Greek civilization of the individual as a free agent." To A.
Rivier, Snell\\'s emphasis on the decision made by the protagonist, with its implicit notions of autonomy and
responsibility, misrepresents the role of the superhuman forces at work, forces that give the dramas their truly tragic
dimension. These forces are not only external to the protagonist; they are also experienced by the protagonist as an
internal compulsion, subjecting him or her to constraint, even in what are claimed to be his or her "choices." Hence all
that the deliberation does is to make the protagonist aware of the impasse, rather than motivating one choice over
another. It is finally a necessity imposed by the deities that generates the decision, so that at a particular moment in the
drama necessity dictates a path. Thus, the protagonist does not so much "choose" between two possibilities as
"recognize" that there is only one real option. Lesky, in his discussion of Aeschylus\\' play Agamemnon, disputes both
views. Agamemnon, ruler of Argos, must decide whether to brutally sacrifice his own daughter. A message from the
deity Artemis has told him that only the sacrifice will bring a wind to blow his ships to an important battle. Agamemnon is
indeed constrained by a divine necessity. But he also deeply desires a victorious battle: "If this sacrifice will lose the
winds, it is permitted to desire it fervently," he says. The violence of his passion suggests that Agamemnon chooses a
path ?chosen by the gods for their own reasons ?on the basis of desires that must be condemned by us, because they
are his own. In Lesky\\'s view, tragic action is bound by the constant tension between a self and superhuman forces. 

Which one of the following summaries of the plot of a Greek tragedy best illustrates the view attributed to Rivier in the
passage? 
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A. Although she knows that she will be punished for violating the law of her city, a tragic figure bravely decides to bury
her dead brother over the objections of local authorities. 

B. Because of her love for her dead brother, a tragic figure, although aware that she will be punished for violating the
law of her city, accedes to the gods\\' request that she bury his body. 

C. After much careful thought, a tragic figure decides to disobey the dictates of the gods and murder her unfaithful
husband. 

D. A tragic figure, defying a curse placed on his family by the gods, leads his city into a battle that he realizes will prove
futile. 

E. After much careful thought, a tragic figure realizes that he has no alternative but to follow the course chosen by the
gods and murder his father. 

Correct Answer: D 

Any of these plots, we can infer, could be retold and reinterpreted by Snell, Rivier, or Lesky, and they\\'d come out
differently each time based on each scholar\\'s viewpoint. What\\'s important is that we focus on the right scholar
?Rivier, in this case ?and recall his overall point of view (essentially that the gods pull the strings, and that humans
simply wake up to the course that has been divinely set for them). Armed with that summary, option [After much careful
thought, a tragic figure...] shouldn\\'t be a close call. It\\'s all there: the course chosen by the gods, the long deliberative
process, the eventual realization by the protagonist. 

 

QUESTION 12

Many political economists believe that the soundest indicator of the economic health of a nation is the nation\\'s gross-
national product (GNP) per capita ?a figure reached by dividing the total value of the goods produced yearly in a nation
by its population and taken to be a measure of the welfare of the nation\\'s residents. But there are many factors
affecting residents\\' welfare that are not captured by per capita GNP; human indicators, while sometimes more difficult
to calculate or document, provide sounder measures of a nation\\'s progress than does the indicator championed by
these economists. These human indicators include nutrition and life expectancy; birth weight and level of infant
mortality; ratio of population level to availability of resources; employment opportunities; and the ability of governments
to provide services such as education, clean water, medicine, public transportation, and mass communication for their
residents. 

The economists defend their use of per capita GNP as the sole measure of a nation\\'s economic health by claiming that
improvements in per capita GNP eventually stimulate improvements in human indicators. But, in actuality, this often fails
to occur. Even in nations where economic stimulation has brought about substantial improvements in per capita GNP,
economic health as measured by human indicators does not always reach a level commensurate with the per capita
GNP. Nations that have achieved a relatively high per capita GNP, for example, sometimes experience levels of infant
survival, literacy, nutrition, and life expectancy no greater than levels in nations where per capita GNP is relatively low.
In addition, because per capita GNP is an averaged figure, it often presents a distorted picture of the wealth of a nation;
for example, in a relatively sparsely populated nation where a small percentage of residents receives most of the
economic benefits of production while the majority receives very little benefit, per capita GNP may nevertheless be high.
The welfare of a nation\\'s residents is a matter not merely of total economic benefit, but also of the distribution of
economic benefits across the entire society. Measuring a nation\\'s economic health only by total wealth frequently
obscures a lack of distribution of wealth across the society as a whole. 

In light of the potential for such imbalances in distribution of economic benefits, some nations have begun to realize that
their domestic economic efforts are better directed away from attempting to raise per capita GNP and instead toward
ensuring that the conditions measured by human indicators are salutary. They recognize that unless a shift in focus
away from using material wealth as the sole indicator of economic success is effected, the well-being of the nation may
be endangered, and that nations that do well according to human indicators may thrive even if their per capita GNP
remains stable or lags behind that of other nations 
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The term "welfare" is used in the first paragraph to refer most specifically to which one of the following? 

A. the overall quality of life for individuals in a nation 

B. the services provided to individuals by a government 

C. the material wealth owned by individuals in a nation 

D. the extent to which the distribution of wealth among individuals in a nation is balanced 

E. government efforts to redistribute wealth across society as a whole 

Correct Answer: A 

The categorical language ("is used," "refer most specifically") suggests that we can go right to the passage reference to
pick up the meaning of "welfare," first introduced in 1st paragraph. The thrust of it has to do with the topic, that of
measuring economic health. 

 

QUESTION 13

Studies have shown that, contrary to popular belief, middle-aged people have more fear of dying than do elderly
people. 

Each of the following, if true, contributes to an explanation of the phenomenon shown by the studies EXCEPT: 

A. The longer one lives, the more likely it is that one has come to terms with dying. 

B. Middle-aged people have more people dependent upon them than people of any other age group. 

C. Many people who suffer from depression first become depressed in middle age. 

D. The longer one lives, the more imperturbable one becomes. 

E. Middle-aged people have a more acute sense of their own mortality than do people of any other age group. 

Correct Answer: C 

There are four good explanations for the phenomenon shown by the studies in this argument, so we know that we will
have to understand the phenomenon and then jump straight to the answer choices. Just one short sentence to deal
with: According to studies, middle-aged people fear dying more than elderly people do. (The phrase ". . . contrary to
popular belief" also lets us know that most people think the opposite is true, but that shouldn\\'t concern us since we\\'re
interested only in the phenomenon itself, not what people believe about it.) Each wrong choice will make it easier to
understand why middle-aged folks are more afraid to die than are old people, while the correct choice will not address
this question, most likely because it deviates from the scope. And so it does: As there is no stated clear connection
between depression and fearing death, the fact that depression often sets in during middle age does nothing to explain
the phenomenon described. Depression, while perhaps seemingly relevant at first glance, is actually at least one step
removed from the scope here. 

 

QUESTION 14

By the time Bentham turned his interest to the subject, late in the eighteenth century, most components of modern
evidence law had been assembled. Among common-law doctrines regarding evidence there were, however, principles
that today are regarded as bizarre; thus, a well-established (but now abandoned) rule forbade the parties to a case from
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testifying. Well into the nineteenth century, even defendants in criminal cases were denied the right to testify to facts
that would prove their innocence. 

Although extreme in its irrationality, this proscription was in other respects quite typical of the law of evidence. Much of
that law consisted of rules excluding relevant evidence, usually on some rational grounds. Hearsay evidence was
generally excluded because absent persons could not be cross-examined. Yet such evidence was mechanically
excluded even where out-of-court statements were both relevant and reliable, but the absent persons could not appear
in court (for example, because they were dead). 

The morass of evidentiary technicalities often made it unlikely that the truth would emerge in a judicial contest, no matter
how expensive and protracted. Reform was frustrated both by the vested interests of lawyers and by the profession\\'s
reverence for tradition and precedent. Bentham\\'s prescription was revolutionary: virtually all evidence tending to prove
or disprove the issue in dispute should be admissible. Narrow exceptions were envisioned: instances in which the
trouble or expense of presenting or considering proof outweighed its value, confessions to a Catholic priest, and a few
other instances. 

One difficulty with Bentham\\'s nonexclusion principle is that some kinds of evidence are inherently unreliable or
misleading. Such was the argument underlying the exclusions of interested-party testimony and hearsay evidence.
Bentham argued that the character of evidence should be weighed by the jury: the alternative was to prefer ignorance to
knowledge. Yet some evidence, although relevant, is actually more likely to produce a false jury verdict than a true one.
To use a modern example, evidence of a defendant\\'s past bank robberies is excluded, since the prejudicial character
of the evidence substantially outweighs its value in helping the jury decide correctly. Further, in granting exclusions such
as sacramental confessions, Bentham conceded that competing social interests or values might override the desire for
relevant evidence. But then, why not protect conversations between social workers and their clients, or parents and
children? 

Despite concerns such as these, the approach underlying modem evidence law began to prevail soon after Bentham\\'s
death: relevant evidence should be admitted unless there are clear grounds of policy for excluding it. This clear-grounds
proviso allows more exclusions than Bentham would have liked, but the main thrust of the current outlook is Bentham\\'s
own nonexclusion principle, demoted from a rule to a presumption. 

The author\\'s attitude toward eighteenth-century lawyers can best be described as 

A. Sympathetic 

B. Critical 

C. Respectful 

D. Scornful 

E. Ambivalent 

Correct Answer: B 

18th century law is discussed at length in first three paragraphs 18th century lawyers only come up once, in 3rd
paragraph. The reform of the policy that the author has previously called "extreme in its irrationality" was "frustrated" by
lawyers\\' self-interest and excessive reverence for the past. That\\'s all critical, but the words chosen aren\\'t nasty
enough to justify option "scornful." One wonders how the passage could possibly be written in order to make options
"sympathetic" right and "respectful" wrong or vice versa ?two choices that are functionally identical must always be
incorrect ?but nevertheless each is too positive in tone. "Ambivalent" might be tempting if you misread the question as
dealing with 18th century legal practice in general, because the author does concede some sanity, or at least modernity,
in it. But the question is squarely pointed at lines 3rd paragraph, which couldn\\'t be less ambivalent. 

 

QUESTION 15
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When investigators discovered that the director of a local charity had repeatedly overstated the number of people his
charity had helped, the director accepted responsibility for the deception. However, the investigators claimed that
journalists were as much to blame as the director was for inflating the charity\\'s reputation, since they had naively
accepted what the director told them, and simply reported as fact the numbers he gave them. 

Which one of the following principles, if valid, most helps to justify the investigators\\' claim? 

A. Anyone who works for a charitable organization is obliged to be completely honest about the activities of that
organization. 

B. Anyone who knowingly aids a liar by trying to conceal the truth from others is also a liar. 

C. Anyone who presents as factual a story that turns out to be untrue without first attempting to verify that story is no
less responsible for the consequences of that story than anyone else is. 

D. Anyone who lies in order to advance his or her own career is more deserving of blame than someone who lies in
order to promote a good cause. 

E. Anyone who accepts responsibility for a wrongful act that he or she committed is less deserving of blame than
someone who tries to conceal his or her own wrongdoing. 

Correct Answer: C 

The director of the charity repeatedly lied about the number of people helped by the charity, but when confronted by the
investigators, accepted responsibility for the deception. But the investigators oddly blame the journalists as much as the
director for misrepresenting the charity\\'s beneficence, because they unquestioningly printed the numbers they were
told. The journalists didn\\'t fabricate the story -- they merely printed the numbers they were given. It seems that the
investigators believe that printing erroneous information without checking it is on a par with making up that info in the
first place. The principle in option [Anyone who presents as factual a story that...] embodies that notion, and thus
supports the investigators\\' claim. The description in the first part of the choice clearly applies to the journalists; the
phrase "no less responsible" in the middle matches up perfectly with "as much to blame as..."; and "than anyone else"
clearly includes the director. Option [Anyone who presents as factual a story that...] hits on all cylinders, while the other
choices stray from or distort the scope of the situation. 
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